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MONTANA STATUTORY INTERPRETATION
1. Cases Interpreting Montana Statutes

1. M.C.A. Annotations case annotations are not the most recent.

1. The Preface to each title tells with which volume of the State Reporter (and the Pacific Reporter 2d) coverage in the M.C.A. Annotations stops.

1. The Preface does not tell with which volume of Montana Reports coverage in M.C.A. Annotations stops.

1. Look in the State Reporter volumes in the topical index under (STATUTES( in all volumes not covered by M.C.A. Annotations. Check for your particular statute.

1. The statutes section of Shepard(s Montana Citations.

1. Check the red paperback supplement (it comes out every two months).

1. Note at the beginning the page which says (This issue includes citations in...(
1. Check Montlaw (or Westlaw or Lexis).  Use the statute section as the search term; e.g. 45-2-202.

1. Uniform laws incorporated into Montana statutory law.  If there is no Montana case law on point, check Uniform Laws Annotated to find case law from other states interpreting the same statutory language.

1. Montana Rules of Civil Procedure.  If there is no Montana case law analyzing a particular rule, remember that Montana rules shadow the Federal rules.  Therefore, you can check for federal cases in the rules volumes of U.S.C.S. or U.S.C.A., or you can use the Federal Rules Digest/ Federal Rules Service, which is more helpful.

1. Montana Rules of Evidence.  If there is no Montana case law analyzing a particular rule of evidence, remember that here also Montana rules shadow the Federal rules.  Therefore, you can check for federal cases in the rules of evidence volumes of U.S.C.S. or U.S.C.A., or you can use the Federal Rules of Evidence Digest / Federal Rules of Evidence Service, which again is more helpful.

2. Secondary (persuasive) Material Interpreting Montana Statutes

2. Montana Attorney General Opinions

2. Summaries of AG opinions given after particular code sections in M.C.A. Annotations.

2. The Preface to each M.C.A. title tells where AG opinion coverage stops (volume number and opinion number).

2. Full AG opinions in bound form (Report and Official Opinions of Attorney Gerneral) are kept with the Montana materials on the mezzanine.

2. Full AG opinions in unbound form (the more recent ones) are kept on reserve behind the circulation desk.

2. Full AG opinions for the years 1996- are also available at http://www.doj.state.mt.us/ago/opinions/opinindx.htm  

2. AG opinions not yet covered in M.C.A. Annotations.

2. Check the opinions themselves.

2. Bound volumes: Index to the M.C.A.

2. Unbound opinions: examine each opinion

2. Montlaw (or Westlaw or Lexis): use the code section as the search term.

2. Montana Law Review and Montana Lawyer articles.

2. Titles or articles covering particular sections are noted in M.C.A. Annotations under (Law Review Articles.(
2. Montana Law Review articles are covered on a selected basis in Westlaw (MTLR) beginning with volume 46 (1985).  Use the code section as the search term.  The Montana Lawyer is also covered on a selected basis (MTLAW) beginning with volume 18 (1992).

2. Montana Law Review is also available on Lexis, beginning with volume 60 (1999).  Montana Lawyer is available on Lexis beginning in 1996.

2. Legislative materials.

2. Minutes of committee hearing may give intent of bill that becomes law.

2. On microfiche/microfilm.

2. UM Law Library has 1961-1975; 1987- present. State Law Library has 1961-present (Phone: (406) 444-3660).  Minutes have contained substantive material only since the early 1970's.

2. Committee reports beginning with the 1999 legislative session are online at http://leg.state.mt.us.

2. Check the book or online History and Final Status of Bills and Resolutions under bill number to find committee hearings.

2. Check the book Legislative Review, or check Montana Session Laws to get the bill number enacting the statute you are interested in.

2. Legislative Council Reports.

2. Deal with selected topics that may become important pieces of legislation and may give the intent of the legislation.

2. Check Catalog of Publications and Interim Study Final Reports. 

2. Some interim reports beginning in 1990 are available online at http://leg.state.mt.us/index.htm.

If you have any questions, please ask a librarian.
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